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1 Classification dependent upon the context

Some verbs can be codad differently dgpending upon the context. For example,
@ hearCend @ seeCran be coded either as SV or as |AV dependent on the context.
When @ hearGand @ seeGshould be interpreted literdly as @ perceive something with
the sense of hearing or sightQthen @ hearGand @ seeCGshould be coded as mentd Svs.
However, when @ hearGand @ seeQrefer to an action, they should be coded as 1AVs.
The examples beneeth clarify this difference.

Fa example © heard them talking to each otherOversus © have heard that you
passed the examO

In the first sentence @ hear&refers to an auditory event, namely @erceiving people talk to each
otherOTherefore, @ hearGhould be coded as SV.

In the second sentence, GeardOdoesn®@refer to perceiving something with the sense of hearing
but to an action, namely someone saying something to you. This action verb can refer to ahost of
different actions (i.e. being informed by means of e-mail, aletter, taking, etc). Therefore, @ hearO
isan |AV in the second sentence.

Fa exanple ® saw the old man crossing the streetOversus @Ve® see each other
next weekO

In the firgt sentence GavQefers to perceiving something with the sense of sight. In other words,
the context of the sentence indicates that GanvOshould be interpreted literaly. Therefore, GavO
should be coded as SV.

In the second sentence, GeeCrefers to an action, namely that these people will meet each other
next week. GeeGshouldn®be interpreted literally here. Therefore, GeeGihould be coded as 1AV in
the second sentence.

2. Metaphors and sayings

Metaphors and sayings (e.g,, @ stick one® nose into other people® afairsOdo
pull someone®legQetc.) are figurative expressions. They describe situations or events on
the basis of an andogy with an image. If metgphors and sayings were coded on the basis
of the verb they contan, their symbolic character would be ignored. For example, if we
coded @ pull someone® leglon the basis of @ pullGes DAV, this would imply that the
saying is taken literdly. To acknowledge the symbolic character of metgphors and
sayings, they should be coded as AD X. In the end, metgphoricd language is an abstract
account of events.

Fa exarpe Ocdled him everything unde the sun.O

@o cdl someone everything under the sunQis a saying in which @verything under the sunOis
metaphorical language that qualifies GaledOTherefore, @aledds an DAV and @verything under
the sunGhould be coded as ADJ . .

Fa exanpde ®le dways gicks his nose into other people@ affarsO

o stick one® nose into other peopled affairsCshould not be interpreted literally. Instead, it is
metaphorical langauge that should be coded as AD J.

3. Auxiliaries and linking verbs

Independent verbs can be the only verb in a sentence because they have meaning
in and by themselves. Thus, independent verbs don®need the rest of the sentence to be
meaningful. According to the LCM, indgpendent verbs are coded as DAVS, |AVS, SAVs
or SVs.



Fa exarpe Ghe waks her mother@dog through the foresO

@0 wakOhas a meaning in and by itself because the rest of the sentence is not necessary to
understand its meaning. Therefore @ walk(s an independent verb, it isaDAV.

Fa exanpde Ghe helps her mother who isillO

@o helpGs an independent verb. The rest of the sentence is not necessary to understand what it
means. As stated above, @ helpQsan 1AV.

Asdefrom independent verbs, there are dso linking verbs and auxiliaries. These
types of verbs don®have a meaning in and by themsdves but derive their meaning from
therest of the sentence. According to the LCM, linking verbs and auxiliaries should not
be coded asDAVS, |AVs, SAVsor SVsjud like that, or should not be coded a dl.

31 Auxiliaries

Auxiliaries are never the only verb in a complete sentence. These verbs have no
meaning in and by themsaves but get their meaning through another verb in the
sentence. Shdl, will, should, could, would, can, might, may, etc. are dways auxiliariesin a
sentence. Other verbs sometimes function as independent verbs and other times as
auxiliaries. Auxiliaries should not be coded. The verbs tha give them their meaning
should be coded following the LCM coding instructions.

Fa exanpde Ghe can take care of her mother who isillO

@anCnhas no meaning in and by itself but derives its meaning from another verb, namely @ake
care of OThus, @anQ's an auxialiary and should not be coded. (ake care for(is the Gupplier of
meaningOand should be coded following the LCM coding ingtructions. o take care of Oefersto
ahost of different actions without a physicaly invariant feature. Therefore, @ take care of (s an
IAV.

Fa exarpe Ghe wantsto wak her mother@ dog through the forestO

WVantsOis an auxiliary and should not be coded. @o walkOis the Gupplier of meaningdand
should be coded. @o walk(refers to actions that &l have a least one physicaly invariant feature
in common, namely legs. Therefore, @ walkGhould be coded as DAV. .

Fa exanpde Ohey were laughingGnd Jhey were just sanding thereO

In both sentences above QvereChas no meaning in and by itself. It derives it® meaning from the
verbs @aughinglend &andingd Therefore, @rereGshould not be coded in the sentences above.
Because @aughinglend @andingOgive meaning to ArereCthey should be coded. Both verbs are
DAVs.

Fa exande Ghe goesto her motherCGand Ghe goes shopping with her motherO
In the first sentences above @oesbhas a meaning in and by itself. Therefore, @oesOshould be
coded. Because @oesOcan mean a host of different concrete actions (by bike, on foot, by bus,
etc) itisan lAV.

In the second sentence, in contrast, @oesChas no meaning in and by itself but gets it® meaning
from GhoppingO Therefore, @oesCshould not be coded. GhoppingQyives meaning to @oesCand
should be coded as DAV.

3.2 Linking verbs

Linking verbs can, jugt like independent verbs, be the only verb in a sentence.
However, linking verbs have no meaning in and by themselves but get their meaning
from the rest of the sentence Therefore, linking verbs should not be coded by
themselves but on the basis of the wordsthat give them meaning.

To correctly code the part of a sentence containing a linking verb the following
guestions should be answered: Does the part of the sentence imply an action? If thisis
not the case, the linking verb should not be coded. The Gupplier of meaningO
determines how the part of the sentence should be coded. If the Gupplier of meaningd



refersto an emotiona consequence of an action, it should be coded as SAV (e.g example
1). If, in contrast, the Gupplier of meaningOrefers to a persondlity trait, it should be
codaed as ADJ(e.g. example 6).

However, if the part of the sentence implies an action, a second question should
be asked: does the Gupplier of meaningOmake the action more concrete?If this is the
case, the linking verb and the Gupplier of meanlngOtogether ae coded as 1AV (eg.
examples 3-5). |f the Gupplier of meanlnquudlfles the action but does not make it
more concrete, the Gupplier of meaningOis coded as ADJ, while the linking verb is
coded aslAV (eg. example 2).

Exanpel: Gler mother was ill impressed with her helpful behaviorO

@Vas impressedOdoes not refer to an action. Therefore, the linking verb @vasOshould not be
coded. @mpressed@efers to aemotional consequence of an action and therefore should be coded
asSAV.

Exanpe2: @hey went to do something plessantO

In the sentence above @ventChas no meaning without @o something plessantCand @olhas no
meaning without Gomething pleasantO GventOis an auxiliary (see before) and should not be
coded. @o do something pleasant(refers to an action. ®leasantGualifies the action but does not
make it more concrete. Therefore, Pleasants coded as AD J and @o something®s coded as1AV.

Examde3: Ghetook thetroubleto carefor her mother who wasillO

@ookOs a linking verb and gets its meaning from Ghe troubleO@ ook the troublerefers to an
action and @he troubleOmakes the action more concrete, therefore @ok the actionGshould be
coded as1AV. .

Exanpe4: Ohey did mathematics togetherO

®idGs a linking verb and gets its meaning from @athematicsO®id mathematicsOrefers to an
action and @athematicsOnakes the action more concrete. Therefore @id mathematicsOs coded
asIAV.

Examde5: hey went on holidayO

@VentOs a linking verb and derives its meaning from GolidayO@ent on holidayQefersto an
action and ®olidayOmakes the action more concrete. Therefore @ent on holidayQs coded as
IAV.

Some more examples:

Exanpe6: Othought he deserved arebukeO

In the sentence above @eservedOis a linking verb that gets it® meaning from @ rebukeO
Therefore, @eservedGhould not be coded. @ rebukeQs the Gupplier of meaningOand should be
coded. Because @eserved arebukeCloesn®refer to an action, it should be coded as ADJ
Exane7: Oherefore, he deserved something specidO

Again, @eserved(s a linking verb that should not be coded. Gomething specia (yives meaning to
@eserved@and should be coded. Because @eserved something specialCdoesn®refer to an action,
it should be coded as AD J. .

Exanple8: Gle had adifferent religionO

®ladGs a linking verb and does not have any meaning by its own. It derives his meaning from @
different religion® ®ladOis not coded. @ different religionOis the Gupplier of meaningd and
therefore should be coded. Because @ different religionGrloes not refer to an action it is coded as
ADJ

Exanple9: (hey have only themselves to thank for the bullyingd

®laveQs an auxiliary and is not coded. @o thank forOs a linking verb and derives its meaning
from @hemsdvesO @o thank forOis therefore not coded. ThemselvesOis the Gupplier of
meaningOand therefore should be coded. Because EhemselvesO

4, Quantifiers

4.1  What are quantifiers?



Smadl words like @waysO@everQtanyQ®eryQetc. are quantifiers because they
refer to a quantity. These words can refer to a noun, an adjective, a verb or an adverb.
There are two different types of quantifiers.

Fa exarple @very day she cals many friendsto haveacha®
In the sentence above, anyOrefers to a noun, namely @iendsOln addition @anyGindicates a
quantity. Therefore, @anyCGhould be coded as quantifier.

Fa exanple Gle tdksalotO

@ lotGefers to a verb, namely @lksCand indicates a quantity. Therefore, @ lotGshould be coded
asquantifier. .

Fa exanpde ®le negotiates very welO

OeryGefers to @vellGhat is an adverb quaifying the verb @egotiatesOln addition @eryGndicates
aquantity. Therefore, @eryGshould be coded as quantifier.

Fa exarple Gheis aways friendly towardselderly people© o
@AlwaysOrefers to an adjective, namely @riendlyOln fact, @eryCadds a quantity to @iendlyCand
should therefore be coded as quantifier.

4.2, Why and when should quantifiers be coded?

Whenever you code atext usng the LCM, you will surely bump into quantifiers.
You will wonder whether you should code these words and how you should code them.
When someone writes, for example, @e helpsCthen, according to the LCM, @elpQis an
IAV. But what if someone writes @e dways heps® Should Gdpldso be coded as an
| AV? Some authors (e.g., Maass, 1989) interpret @edpGn combination with @waysCes a
generdization over persons. Thus, in the example @GwaysOindicates tha GeOhelps
everyone dl the time. In other words these authors interpret and code @ hepOin
combination with @waysOas an ADJ, @elpful® We prefer to code an action verb in
combination with @waysOes an action verb because the person used a verb instead of
adjective and therefore chooses for the action (help) and not the persondity feature
(helpful). We used and compared both types of coding. Results from our lab showed that
there were no or only negligible differences between the generd abstraction scores (see
section 5 of part 1) between both types of coding.

We advice you to first check whether quantifiers occur frequently in the text you
want to code. If quantifiers occur only sporadicaly, you could smply ignore them. In
contrad, if quantifiers occur frequently, the better option isto codethetext in both ways
as described aove. On the basis of both methods of coding the generd abstraction
scores (see section 5 of part 1) can be cdculated and both results can be compared and
reported.

5. Subordinate clauses

Sentences may contain subordinate clauses. These clauses sometimes may seem
to qudify a person, object or stuaion like an ADJ, but are not coded as such. The
interpersonad terms in the subordinae clause are coded according to the usud
classfication criteria of the LCM.

Fa exarge Ohe man, that loves dogs, kicks the cat.O

In this sentence @hat loves the dogQyualifies anOBUt this subordinate dause is coded as one ADJ.
Qovesds the term that has to be coded, and it is coded as SV since it refers to enduring mental state
of the person.




Fa exanpde he party was exuberant until the neighbors garted to complain.O

The predicate Ontil the neighbors started to complainOspecifies the length of the party, but it® a
subordinate clause and cannot be coded as one item. The term that specifies the situation is @
complan® &artedOis an auxiliary and is not coded. o complanOrefers to an action with a clear
beginning and end but it® not possible to visuaize the event uniformly. @o complainGis therefore

coded as1AV.



